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This paper argues for a unified account of two properties setting German demon-
strative pronouns of the die/der/das-variety (henceforth: D-pronouns) apart from
demonstrative pronouns of the diese/dieser/dieses-variety (henceforth: diese-pro-
nouns). First, diese-pronouns are strongly preferred in the formal register, while D-
pronouns are in principle acceptable in the formal as well as the informal register
but are more common in the informal register (Patil et al. 2020). Second, while
diese-pronouns can never pick up referents that are maximally prominent in terms
of topicality, subjecthood and proto-agentivity, D-pronouns can pick up such ref-
erents if the sentences containing them make the speaker or narrator prominent as
perspective-taker via the presence of expressive or evaluative content (Patil et al.
2023). In Patil et al. (2023), the second property is accounted for as follows: Both
D-pronouns and diese-pronouns avoid maximally prominent referents as anteced-
ents, but the scales with respect to which prominence is determined differ. For D-
pronouns, they include perspectivally prominent speakers or narrators as the most
highly ranked elements, while for diese-pronouns the latter are not included, and
topical referents are accordingly the most highly ranked elements.

In this paper, I propose a unified account of the two properties on which the two
types of pronouns are not sensitive to different scales. Rather, I assume that diese-
pronouns have come to acquire a social meaning via an indexical chain that con-
veys a speaker persona (cf. Eckert 2008, Beltrama 2018, Burnett 2019) character-
ized by the properties of precision, neutrality and objectivity, which are character-
istic features of the formal register. Since such a persona is incompatible with the
speaker’s or narrator’s perspective becoming prominent via the presence of expres-
sive content, the constellation in which the speaker or narrator becomes more
prominent than the respective topic can never arise for a sentence in which a diese-
pronoun is used felicitously. D-pronouns, in contrast, do not inherently convey a
specific social meaning.
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